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Dear Dr. Linn and Dr. Poussaint, 
 
NSBA is very proud of the important report, Creating and Connecting: Research and Guidelines on 
Online Social – and Educational – Networking.  The survey, created by Grunwald Associates LLC, 
queried students, parents and educators on the ways students accessed and used these networks.  The 
survey and the writing of the report was reviewed by NSBA education technology staff and was not in 
any way controlled by the three corporate underwriters of this project.  Our experience with Grunwald 
Associates is that they are very competent researchers, and this is the third project they have conducted 
in partnership with us.  (Grunwald also conducts extensive research for PBS, the Educational Testing 
Service and other education clients).   Our reports have proven to be a valuable resource for school 
board members and educators who are grappling with the opportunities and challenges of student 
Internet activity. 
 
While we can appreciate that The Campaign for a Commercial-Free Childhood is concerned because 
many of the social networking sites contain advertising, the purpose of our report was not to examine the 
impact of advertising on students’ Internet usage.  But the implication that NSBA has endorsed sites 
such as MySpace and Facebook is erroneous, as is the assumption that we are endorsing the products 
advertised on the sites.  We recognize that the most popular social networking sites contain advertising, 
as does practically all mass media, a reality that has been the genesis for your organization’s work.  
Whether or not students access these sites at school (independent of their access at home) is governed by 
school district policy—one that is up to the local board of education and the superintendent.  Our intent 
in publishing Creating and Connecting is to inform school boards and other school officials of 
prevailing student practices and to suggest safeguards that may be put into place to try to assure the 
educational value of such access.  This survey simply sought to determine how students are using a 
variety of forms of networking today, not to encourage use that is not educationally valuable. 
 
NSBA would like to encourage educators and school board members to understand that today’s students 
are creators of content; they both want and need to learn the skills that come with making global 
connections and with working imaginatively and collaboratively with others.  The study has 
accomplished what NSBA had hoped to do, which is to generate a healthy dialogue and encourage 
educators to explore age-appropriate resources that can tap into the very elements that make social 
networks so attractive—without their potentially dangerous side effects.  
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Three of the study’s recommendations call for greater education-related use of networking sites, and the 
development by social networking companies of material that has an educational value to students.  
There are already companies entering the social networking space who are anxious to develop 
commercial-free sites designed specifically for educational use.  It is clearly an area which will continue 
to evolve. 
 
Perhaps most importantly, we should be teaching children to discern truth from dishonesty and 
exaggeration, nutritious foods from unhealthy ones, and to understand the dangers of alcohol and 
cigarettes.  To ignore that students today are exposed to these messages is to lose the teachable moments 
in their lives. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
Anne L. Bryant 
Executive Director 
 
ALB/cg:df 
cc:  NSBA Board of Directors 
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